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ing changes favorable to language, science,
and government. Delay in the plan here
proposed may be fatal; under a tranquil
general government the minds of men may
again sink into indolence ; a national acqui-
escence in error will follow, and posterity be
doomed to struggle with difficulties which
time and accident will perpetually multiply.

" Let us, then, seize the present moment
and establish a national language as well as
a national government. Let us remember
that there is a certain respect due to the
opinions of other nations. As an independ-
ent people, our reputation abroad demands
that, in all things, we should be federal, be
national; for, if we do not respect ourselves,
we may be assured that other nations will
not respect us. In short, let it be impressed
upon the mind of every American, that to
neglect the means of commanding respect
abroad is treason against the character and
dignity of a brave, independent people."

In the matter of pronunciation, Webster
asserted similar principles in his earliest es-
says. He denounces the custom of referring
to English standards for the determination
of sounds. In the " Remarks on the Man-